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September 28, 2005
Dear Representative,
On behalf of the undersigned organizations, representing millions of Americans nationwide, we are

writing to urge you to oppose H.R. 3824, the Threatened and Endangered Species Recovery Act —
legislation that will fundamentally alter and severely weaken the Endangered Species Act.

For over thirty years, the Endangered Species Act has served as a safety net for plants and animals that
are on the brink of extinction. By any reasonable measure, the Act has been a remarkable success. Of the
1800 plants and animals under the Act's protection, only nine have been declared extinct, and more than
two-thirds of protected species with known scientific trends are moving towards recovery with stable and
improving populations.

Unfortunately, the proposed legislation will cut large holes in this safety net and significantly weaken
protections for our nation’s most valued wildlife and endangered species. Among the many harmful
provisions of this legislation, the following will significantly limit our ability to protect threatened and
endangered species from extinction:

Eliminates current habitat protections. The legislation eliminates the current critical habitat system
and provides no solid alternative that will ensure the protection of habitat needed for species recovery.
Instead, the legislation links the process of protecting habitat to recovery plans with a requirement to
identify habitat areas of “special value” during the development of these plans. However, the legislation



does not define “areas of special value,” does not include mandatory protections for habitat, and recovery
plans are non-regulatory.

Bars protections against hazardous pesticides. The legislation bars all Endangered Species Act
provisions that protect threatened and endangered species from the harmful impact of pesticides. The
legislation waives all current requirements for the approval of pesticide use during the first 5 years after
the legislation’s enactment, and thereafter the Environmental Protection Agency and chemical companies
would develop safeguards for endangered species without any consultation with federal wildlife agencies.
Pesticides like DDT played a major role in contributing to the decline of the bald eagle and peregrine
falcon. It is estimated that pesticides kill more than 67 million birds in the United States every year. The
effect on wildlife could be devastating, and humans and fish could be hurt too as pesticides make their
way into our nation’s streams and rivers.

Severely weakens the role of science. The legislation allows for political appointees to improperly
influence scientific decision-making by allowing the Secretary of Interior to develop a definition of the
“best available science.” The Endangered Species Act already requires the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
to use the most rigorous science available when developing common sense solutions to prevent the
extinction of endangered plants and animals. The legislation creates a new set of hurdles that scientists
must surmount if they are to list and protect endangered species and their habitat.

Weakens the check-and-balance consultation process that protects threatened and endangered
species and habitat from harmful projects. The legislation allows federal agencies and industry groups
to avoid the Endangered Species Act’s current set of consultation procedures, which ensure that federal
agencies “look before they leap” into projects that may irreparably jeopardize threatened and endangered
species. The legislation allows the administration to create unspecified “alternative procedures” for inter-
agency consultation, making it highly unlikely that federal agencies will be required to take any actions to
protect threatened and endangered species.

Requires taxpayers to pay developers and other special interests not to violate the law. The
legislation requires the federal government to use taxpayer dollars to pay developers and other special
interests for complying with the Endangered Species Act protections for threatened and endangered
species and sets no limits on these payments. By requiring agencies to compensate landowners for the
costs of complying with federal endangered species protections, this provision would quickly drain
funding used to protect wildlife and the places they live. This also sets a dangerous precedent of paying
companies for following other environmental and public health laws.

Establishes unrealistic deadlines for comprehensive scientific review of actions that may harm
species. The legislation places endangered species at a greater risk whenever the federal government fails
to meet a 180-day deadline for informing developers whether their actions would kill or harm an
endangered species. If the government misses the deadline, no matter what the reason, developers are
permitted a de facto exemption from the Endangered Species Act at the expense of wildlife.

With the passage of the Endangered Species Act in 1973, Congress pledged our government to ensure the
protection of all plants and animals from extinction and to recover endangered species to the point at
which protection is no longer required. The proposed legislation, H.R. 3824, will put the future success
of the Endangered Species Act at risk by eliminating protections for threatened and endangered species
and limiting our ability to save species from extinction.

We strongly encourage you to uphold the integrity and intent of the Endangered Species Act and to
oppose H.R. 3824, The Threatened and Endangered Species Recovery Act of 2005.



Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,
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